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The following excerpts come from Local 201’s newspaper, February 1938,
seventy years ago, written by our first Business Agent, Al Coulthard:

The anniversary of the birth of the undoubtably great Lincoln is February 12th.
Public men in all lines of thought will pay tribute to Lincoln’s memory…a man born of
the soil, reared near the soil, and permeated with an altruistic philosophy which never
wavered until death.

Very few who will laud Lincoln’s greatness on this anniversary, will quote those
passages from the lips and pen of the great emancipator that will show up the reactionary
philosophy of most of our public men today; together with the public (privately owned)
press.

Lincoln was of the people, not of the interests who molded and controlled people’s
lives…

In 1847, from the floor of Congress Abe said:

“If we except the light and air of Heaven, no good thing

has been or can be enjoyed by us without having first cost

labor. And inasmuch as most good things are produced by la-

bor, it follows that all such things of right belong to those

whose labor has produced them. But it has so happened, in

all ages of the world, that some have labored, and others

have, without labor, enjoyed a large proportion of the fruits.

This is wrong and should not continue. To secure to each la-

borer THE WHOLE PRODUCT OF HIS LABOR, or as nearly as

possible, is a worthy object of any good government”....

In his inaugural address in 1861:

“This country with its institutions belongs to the people

who inhabit it. Whenever they should grow weary of the ex-

isting government, they can exercise their constitutional

right of amending, or their revolutionary right to dismember

or overthrow it”…

From a speech in 1864:

“The shepherd drives the wolf from the sheep’s throat,

for which the sheep thanks the shepherd as his liberator,

while the wolf denounces him for the same act as the de-

stroyer of liberty”…

On the masthead of Local 201’s Electrical Union News 1933 - 1950:

“Capital is only the fruit of labor, and could never have

existed if labor had not existed first. Labor is the superior

of capital, and deserves the much higher consideration”
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